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BOOK S$ FOR YOUNGER READERS 
Reported by Varda Pinckard 


300KS TO READ ALOUD 
Stroyer, Poul McDowell, Obolensky 
IT'S A DEAL 12x9; Cloth; $2.95 


* Children the world around love to trade. And the interest starts at an 
early age as evidenced by the popular tiny book by Beatrice Schenk de Regniers, 42: 
It A Good Trade? (Harcourt, Brace-1956). This big book has the same sort of pattern, 
but- we feel- closer to the child's level, since it starts and ends with a double 
trade between a small boy end a small girl, respective owners of a blue dog and a 
black cat. In between, as dog and cat pass from hand to hand, a crazy succession of 
things are traded,- a lollipop, an anchor, an old boot, a cow, a brush and paints, a 
clock (with a few deals in between), en umbrella, a shirt, a crown, a steam shovel - 
and back again to the cat and the dog. Sheer nonsense, but so absurd that the small 
fry will get lots of chuckles out of text and splashy pictures by the author. Adapted 
from the Swedish by Maria Cimino. Good fun. (5/20. 1C:60-906) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- sON-~FICTION 


Adier, Irving John Day 
NUMBERS OLD AND NEW $2.00 


A comprehensive text on numbers and their implication, which starts with 
primitive methods of counting, discusses Roman numerology, and finelly, the Arabic 
system. He explains the difference between even and odd numbers in geometric terms, 
and also shows how various geometric theories have evolved through the manipulation 
of numbers. A chapter on superstitions regarding numbers unearths interesting mathe- 
matical facts. A final section on numbers in nature and number tricks further stimu- 
late even the more lethargic arithmetic student in his pursuit of the living world of 
numbers. Illustrated by Peggy Adler. (7/20. LC:60-11126) 


Caldwell, John R. & Elsie P. John Day 
OUR NEIGHBORS IN JAPAN $2.00 





The Caldwells are once again digging material out of their Far East barrel 
(as they did in Let's Visit Formosa, Let's Visit Korea and Let's Visit Japan) — and 
once again we have to acknowledge that their approach and handling of material leaves 
us very cold. The facts are doubtless there:- the geography of Japan, the houses of 
the Japanese, their meals, their furnishings, their clothes, their schools, their pets 
and games, their religious observances, their holidays, their occupations, and so on. 
But the presentation has the flavor of condescension, of writing down to their aud- 
ience, as for instance, when we are told that Americans and Japanese got into a little 
fight a few years ago, which ended with our dropping a new kind of bomb and killing a 
lot of Japanese, but that we have made up now and all of us must be friends again, and 
share each other's ideas and possessions. To this end, a list of 22 Japanese words are 
provided for basic communication. And the end impression? It might be any people, any 
place; there is no flavor of Japan as an individual part of the world, a bit too far 
away, even in this modern world, to be viewed as our neighbor. If the Caldwells feel 
that children in the third to sixth grades are not ready for more than this sort of 
introduction to Japan, the task should be assigned elsewhere. Photographs. (7/2 
LC 60-1098 ) 
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Corbett, Scott Little, Brown-AMP 
DEAD MAN'S LIGHT $3.00 


A small boy, preferably an orphan, a lonely older man, and a New England light- - 
house make up one of the sure formulas for engrossing juvenile fiction. Here, in the 
story of Tommy Brackett and his Uncle Cyrus, the keeper of Dead Man's Light, they appear 
suitably menaced by avaricious and cruel relatives, unscrupulous political bigwigs, and 
ruthless criminals. A vast treasure and a gentle New England spinster offer deliverance 
for the boy and his uncle as the forces of heartless greed threaten their lives and posi- 
tion. Told with spirit and sympathy, this is an old fashioned story with all the ingre- 
dients to appeal to even the most space-minded youngster, a story which illustrates the 
timeless effectiveness of sentiment, mystery, and nostalgia. (7/26. LC 360-9332) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Weber, Lenora Mattingly Crowell 
WELCOME, STRANGER $3.00 


With ten Beany Malone stories still in print, a new one inevitably inherits 
the audience and an assured welcome. But somehow this fells short of the last, A Bright 
Star Falls, perhaps because the extension of exploration of Senior year High School runs 
abit thin. Beany is dogged by the idea that she is a coward. It doesn't help when she 
becomes involved with a youth obsessed by a sense of guilt. For a while the even fabric 
of Beany's life seems threatened, but successive incidents in which she comes through 
give her new confidence. She apprehends a criminal; she delivers her sister's baby un- 
aided - and throughout she shows herself at base as admirable as she is wholesome. While 
our own faith in teenagers is buttressed by the high percentage of Beany Malones, this 
particular sequel to her lively goings on seems somewhat less authentic. (7/2 LC : 60-9162 ) 


Berry, Erick John Day-Daughters of Valor cd 
STARS IN MY POCKET 03-25 


Maria Mitchell, brought up in early nineteenth century Nantucket, faced every 
possible obstacle thet could arise to prevent her pursuit of a career. But despite the 
rigid rule of the Friends on that island, despite the insularity of Nantucket life, and 
despite the general climate which frowned on women's entering hitherto masculine fields, 
the energetic young girl achieved her dream. In 1847 she discovered a planet which was 
named efter her; she initiated a department of astronomy at Vassar; and throughout her 
life made valuable studies of the astronomical universe. In this story of her girlhood,- 
adventure, a warm domestic portrait, and a career story are brought happily together 
against a vivid background of New England life. (7/2 LC :60-11297 ) 


Meher, Ramona John Day-Daughters of Valor 
THEIR SHINING HOUR $3-25 


* Among those who would always remember the Alamo were the wives and children of 
the valorous men who perished there. This is the story of Susanna Dickenson, a young 
mother, whose husband died with the other heroes--among them, Davy Crockett and Colonel 
Jim Bowie--who gave their lives in the cause of Texas independence. Witness to the 
slaughter, Susanna, true to the tradition to which her husband gave his life, ignores the 
physical end spiritual pain she feels and in sorrow and pride struggles to take the news 
to American troops. Richly embroidered with details of pioneer life, the issue of the 
Alamo is clearly brought to light in terms which will be of particular interest to teen- 
age girls. Seen not from the usual perspective of the masculine participant, this account 
— & woman who actually lived, is both compelling and informative. (7/2? LC:60- - 
1129 
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Dodd, Mead 
THE MIDDLE SISTER $3.00 


Duncan, Lois 


The agonies of the child in the middle are legion, and in this story of 
teen-age Ruth Porter, are further dramatized by the heroine's feeling of being less 
than prepossessing in appearance. Tall and thin, she envies the golden femininity 
of her older sister, Janet, and the delicate wistfulness of her younger sister. 
Stoically, Ruth tries to imitate Janet, even simulating her interest in a theatrical 
career, but in the end it becomes apparent to her that the source of charm must lie 
within her own capacities, a lesson she learns to her supreme advantage. Well handled, 
this story of the ugly duckling should have a direct appeal to teen-age girls who will 
easily identify with the plight of struggling Ruth. (7/18. LC:60-9593) 


Swift, Helen Miller Longmans, Green 
FIRST SEMESTER $3.25 


Two earlier books for the young teens- Adventure in Store and Chocolate 
Soda-combined a certain facility of surface style with a gift for picking subjects of 
superficial concern and recognizable identification. But now- with First Semester- 
it seems to us that she has fallen into the pitfall of rather dangerous generaliza- 
tions. College girls are either conformists - or beatniks. Sororities and fraterni- 
ties are influences for good- their exclusiveness is a negligible factor in today's 
democracy. Individuality and creativeness seem to be equated with dirt and disorder. 
And so on. The danger lies in the fact that the story is told glibly and convincingly 
enough. The setting is a New England co-educational college, and it is first semester 
for Betsy and her roommate, Jan. It proves a time of error and stumbling and eventual 
re-evaluation. To Betsy it means the goal of becoming a femme fatale rather than the 
wholesome daughter of a small town doctor; to Jan, escape from an over-ambitious mono- 
maniacal mother, and a near nervous breakdown, to involvement with a group of off- 
campus bohemians only too ready to exploit her naivete. But it is the girls' basic 
sanity- plus the beckoning finger of the sorority that rescues them, and restores them 
to the fold. (7/27. LC:60-10213) 


Porter, Mark Simon & Schuster 
SLASHING BLADES $1.00 


Win Hadley, the versatile young athlete who has starred in six other sport 
stories, once again acquits himself with glory in this suspenseful story of hockey 
at Dixboro High. Determined to have a hockey team, Win and his friends not only have 
to solve the problem of where to play, but they have to subdue the animosity of the 
town "rich boy", Dan Slade, a skillful but under-handed athlete whose father owns 
& pond and exerts substantial influence on the Disboro school board. All ends well 
here but not until Win has gone through his paces both on the field and off. Fast 
moving, emotional, a story with a hero one can worship and a villain one can hate, 
a good sport story for high school athletes. (6/7) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Stanton, Paul Morrow-Mill 
| VILLAGE OF STARS $3.75 


A first rate, tingling adventure, this novel is set in the future. The K-6, 
a deadly thermo-nuclear weapon, is ready to be tested on a chosen run. Simultaneously 
the Russians begin a maneuver to which the K-6 is ordered. Compelling scenes at the 
Air Ministry, the Air Force Base, in the homes of the crew members, and in the minds 
of the crew add dramatic dimension as the realization of the bomb's destructiveness 
grows and no spot can be found where it can be safely jettisoned. A solution is 
found, but not until Paul Stanton spins out a thoroughly believable and breathless 
tale of what could very well happen tomorrow. F.R. p. 363. (7/13. 1C:60-12917) 
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Cowen, Robert C. Doubleday 
FRONTIERS OF THE SEA $4.95 
The Story of Oceanographic Exploration * 


Here, in simple and direct form, is a layman's survey of oceanography. Ina 
field which is little popularized, but which is being more and more explored in America, 
Robert Cowen makes an extensive coverage of various significant aspects: the origins of 
the seas, the undersea landscape, probing the deep-sea floor, the patterns of waves, 
currents, sands, theories of heating, cooling and water movement, the range of life in 
the sea, the future of acquiring food from the sea, and the new ways of intensifying 
undersea exploration. A book which will provide the young adult with a solid intro- 
duction to the basic facts and problems of this field. F.R. p. 380.(7/8. LC:60-8859) 


Frome, Michael Doubleday 
WASHINGTON $2.95 


A Modern Guide to the Nation's Capital is this helpful answer to the first or 
returning visitor to Washington, D.C. Its history, weather, shopping facilities, 
events, monuments, museums, restaurants, hotels, nightlife, churches, environs, persona- 
lities, and projects for adults and children. Complete with five hundred linecuts, maps, 
diagrams, and directory-index, this is an expert introduction to Washington and a good 
eer those who would read about rather than make the trip. F.R. p. 350. (6/24. 
IC :60-9477 


Lightwood, Teresa Dutton 
MY THREE LIVES $375 


Written in a tone of calmness and good will this is the story of English Teresa 
Lightwood and her three life ventures. Her first life, which lasted for over twenty 
years is as a nun. She then gives up the veil and embarks on her second life, that of a * 
nurse in Thailand. There, she serves successfully and ultimately founds a Catholic 
maternity hospital, adopts two Chinese orphans, and engages in establishing TB sanitoria 
in South India. Her third life is initiated when, at fifty-two she marries Peter Blackburn. 
Told with impressive simplicity and candor, this is a refreshing and unusual account of the 
religious and secular life of a woman who, in her utter directness, successfully follows 
three difficult paths with certainty and devotion. F.R. p. 370. (5/17. LC: 60-5981 ) 


Powers, John Robert Prentice-Hall 
HOW TO HAVE MORE BEAUTY, POISE AND PERSONALITY $4.95 


From the authority come words of specific guidance to the woman, young or not 
so young, who would use her attributes, physical and mental, to their greatest advantage. 
Written by the dean of feminine beauty, John Robert Powers, whose name is synonymous with 
the most alluring of American models, advises the reader on diet, skin care, wardrobe, 
exercise, health habits, speech and general cultivation of charm. This is not a vague 
collection of cliches, but a well thought out and practical consideration of the business 
of beauty, a business which the author plies with inordinate success. F.R. p. 373. (6/3) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN DATE 
Page 


235 (J-127) Coatsworth, E.- INDIAN ENCOUNTERS- postponed to 6/6 (Macmillan) 
236 (J-128) Desmond, A.C.- YOUR FLAG AND MINE- postponed to 6/6 (Macmillan) 
358 (J-160) Morse, A.D. - SCHOOLS OF TOMORROW - TODAY- postponed to 9/9 (Doubleday) * 
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For Special Mention 


In an assortment of new fiction, much of which seems scarcely worth publishing, two 
stand out for your attention:- Jo Sinclair's fourth novel, ANNA TELLER (David McKay) ; 
and the new version of Ignazio Silone's significant anti-fascist novel, FONTEMARA 
(Atheneum). One first strikes a new note:— MORTLAKE oy Griffin Taylor (Houghton 
Mifflin). (See reports in pages following), 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
June 28 


Loring, Emilie Little, Brown 
HOW CAN THE HEART FORGET $3.75 


Cardiac complications for 25 year old Ann Jerome, her younger sister, 

Sonia, and the men involved in their lives. For Sonia has broken her engagement to 
Miles Langdon - who never reads the letter because he has been blown up in his South 
American bridge building - when she falls in love with diamond-in-the-rough Joe Snell, 
and when Miles returns, his mind made up to call it off with Sonia, he finds Sonia 

% determined to carry through in pity for his crippled arm. Ann is on the sidelines 
yearning for Mike but it takes a bank holdup, their father's second marriage, Sonia's 
third head over heels (for a new face), and a spot of arms smuggling to South America 
to put Ann and Miles into each other's arms. With a New England house-and-garden 
decor this is headed where it will go - right into the bouffant skirt department. 
(LC :60-11634 ) : 


July 15 


Hough, Henry Beetle Atheneum 
LAMENT FOR A CITY $4.75 


"Lament for a city" is perhaps an appropriate title - but lament is even 
more deeply felt for the fourth estate as Cornelius Tyler knew it in his youth, when 
he first came to Hindon as a young hopeful in the newspaper game. Then a newspaper 
meant something, not only in the life of the city (Hindon might be Fall River, or 
New Bedford, with its disintegrating position as a one-time seaport of consequence ) 
but as a purveyor of news, whether good news or bad, favorable or unfavorable, to 
the powers in city hall. But in the telling of the story of the Courier-—Freeman, 
Tyler gives an inside picture of the changing face of a city; of the passing of the 
old guard- and the coming of a new kind of control; of the changing of standards, 
not always above reproach, but at least honest within their limitations; and always 
of the changing role of the newspaper, and the people identified with it. There's a 
slender thread of Tyler's relations to the two women in his life,- Deborah, who re- 
presented old Hindon- and Luella, whom he married- "for better, for worse". But it 

€ is Tyler himself, stalwart in spite of compromise with conditions, who comes off best 
in what is a unique story of a newspaper and a man. Good Americana - set in our own 
century. (LC:60-11033) 
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Sinclair, Jo David McKay 
ANNA TELLER $5.95 = 


Considerable maturity, compassion and understanding characterize this, the 
fourth novel by the author of Wasteland, which won the Harper Prize some years ago. 
While perhaps the impact and the identification of that - her first book - is lacking in 
this, it is a distinguished book which handles a difficult and relatively untouched sub- 
ject with a sure effect. Anna Teller was known as "the General" in Hungary where her vital 
force and drive was a dominant factor not only in her children's lives but in the village 
where they spent their childhood- and in Budapest, where she moved when schooling and 
greater opportunities were needed. Blind to the approaching threat of Hitler's amschluss 
she managed to override the storm, even though her son-in-law, a non-Jew, betrayed his 
wife and children, and his brother-in-law, Paul- and all perished in a concentration camp. 
Only her eldest, Emil, who had gone to America, was left. But Anna was not ready to leave 
her homeland to go to him. It took the Revolution- and the Communist reprisals - and the 
death of the friend she had nursed- to free her for escape and the journey to America. 
Basically, she was unchanged. Even in her seventies she could not relinquish her dominant 
force. And she was unprepared for the change in her gentle poet, Emil- for his competent 
American wife, Liz. She found her role in the home- pushing others aside- in relation to 
the two boys:- Steve, who felt himself insecure in his father's heart and found safety in 
his grandmother; even in Andy, magnetic, winning rowdy. For the terrified, uncertain Abby, 
to whom Emil was a god- and her illegitimate son her star, Anna was a symbol. And yet to 
Emil- and to Liz- Anna was a threat, a disintegrating force - and the whole drive of per- 
sonality on personality came to a tragic crisis, when Emil forced his mother out - and 
Steve followed her. It is a story with many threads- back to the old country and the old 
ways, forward to the new country, involving recognition of the necessity for growth and 
understanding and acceptance. Character after character comes into focus, and the develop- 
ments, sometimes engineered by one, sometimes by another, keep the reader driving ahead 
through an overlong, overdetailed, but fascinating story. A new publisher for Jo Sinclair 
promises substantial backing. (1C:60-7114) 


July 16 


Wind, Herbert Warren Simon & Schuster 
ON THE TOUR WITH HARRY SPRAGUE $2.50 


An exclusive for those dedicated to tee and green, this collection of letters 
from "Harry Sprague" (which first appeared in Sports Illustrated) should offer a satis- 
fying view of the coast to coast winter circuit of golf tournaments. His first communi- 
cations to his Massachusetts backer, in 1958, reveal the push to be one of the boys, his 
ability to hide behind his conceit, and the breaks that get him "in the money". 1959 
finds him assistant pro out in Michigan - and he is right in there to hit the number one 
spot when it opens up as The Pro. California, Arizona, Texas, Louisiana, Florida, Georgia - 
here is the schedule with Harry helping the big names, tangling with dames, improving his 
own game - and insisting "a man has to live within his income specially when you haven't 
any". This is a try for the Lardneresque language-mangling (there are “tournament nomands, 
finance arrangements, taking the boys like Grant took rich men, construction suggestions, 
shoot and match" to act as traps for the conservatives) and it manages a dry kind of fun 
in its hero's wanderings with "we pros”. This is groomed by an old hand for the golfing 
season. 


July 18 
Silone, Ignazio Atheneum 





FONTEMARA $4.00 oe 


* “After so much suffering, so many tears, and so many wounds, so much hate, 
injustice, and desperation, WHAT CAN WE DO?" This is the question of Fentemara, the 
diagram of a Sicilian village torn, brutalized, and bewildered by the. sephistries of 
fascism. Told from the point of view of several members of a peasant family, this is a 
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tragi-comedy in which the sanity of a peasant world must cope with the educated 
madness of an ascendant Mussolini fascism. Incongruity gives way to terror as the 
peasants are totally unable to grasp what is happening. Long inured to the accept- 
ance that their's is a life of poverty--poor land, lack of water--the people of - 
Fontemara rebel only when an attempt is made to artificially divert what little 
water they have from their lands to the lands of a rich neighbor. One does not 
alter natural forces. Convinced of their right, the town hero, a man with a bad 
fate, sets out for Rome in protest. There he allies with a Christlike Solitary 
Stranger. There he is imprisoned, tortured. And there, after receiving news that 
his sweetheart has died a sacrificial death, he is murdered. This is the story of 
Fontemara, of its painful life and death of martyrdom. Told with utter simplicity 
for the second time by Ignazio Silone, who twenty-five years after the first publi- 
cation of his novel has been compelled by artistic vision to write a second version 
of Fontemara, this is a story with the subtlety of a dream, the immediacy of murder. 
Translated by Harvey Fergusson II. Introduction by Malcolm Cowley. (LC :60-7773) 


July 18 


Pattison, Jane Gale Crowell 
THE FIRST SIP OF WINE $3.95 


This is a first novel about a young girl's introduction to the adult world 
of illicit sex which the publisher has overzealously and unfortunately compared to 
Colette, Salinger and Sagan. Carey Cook who likes to think of herself as sophisti- 
cated, though she is actually selfishly childish, is sent by her father, a Washington 
economist, to a dismal boarding school in Connecticut. There she makes only one 
friend, Beatrice deValentin, a beautiful French teacher with a romantic past. She 
has an obvious crush on Beatrice and is distressed when she learns that her idol has 
another "friend", a Max whose wife has been in a sanitarium for years. At the end 
of the school term Beatrice and Max invite Carey along with Max's nephew Damon on a 
boating trip around Cape Cod. Carey, resenting the relationship of the two older 
people is about to slip off the edge of innocence with Damon, 4 wastrel, when she 
is discovered by Beatrice, given a talking to and sent back to Washington, presumably 
awiser girl. There's absolutely nothing likable or even particularly interesting 
about the book's heroine and for all it has to add to the literature of adolescence 
The First Sip of Wine might just as well have been left on the vine. (10 :60-11537 ) 


McCorry, Vincent, S.J. Dodd, Mead 
THE PARISH OF ST. GREGORY $3.50 


This is a series of stories set in a nothern, middle-class, suburban 
parish and centering on the parish priests, the nuns in the parish school and their 
various auxiliaries. The tone of the book is sentimental and simple to the point 
of distortion: the parish Vincent McCorry describes is surely like no parish or 
place on earth; its closest counterpart is that improbable world which something 
like Going My Way represents. The priests in this celluloid world are sturdy, 
likable, regular fellows who can be rascals, and the nuns, if they are not beautiful 
ex-Prom Queens, are lively sprites whose exuberant spirits can be only partly subdued 
by the habit. The events precisely described here deal with everyday, likely situa- 
tions in the life of a parish along with some exceptional, but believable, incidents- 
the case of an alleged possession by the devil; a fund raising which depended on the 
results of the Kentucky Derby; and the exposure of a confidence man impersonating 
@ priest. It is the author's style and attitude which one finds distressingly 
sticky. His habit of constantly referring to the hero as the “good Monsignor" does 
nothing to enhance the character or the stories. Nor does goodness always win in 
the end and it does not always manifest itself in simplicity and childlike obedience. 
A =— bit of trivia for those who like their clerics presented in pastel. (1C:60- 
10761 


Bentley, Phyllis | Macmillan 
KITH AND KIN $3.95 


Phyllis Bentley has made the West Riding of Yorkshire her province- and 
the textile mill people her own. So it is no surprise to find that again this pro- 
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vides the background for her nine tales of family life. But two things emerge unexpect- 

edly:- the background is only faintly etched, not integral to her stories; and the 

stories might better be subtitled "Nine Tales of Dissension". For such they are. & 
Masterly in concept, rounded in execution, each is in essence a novella rather than a 

short story. But each deals with strained relationships within families:- sisters, 

cousins, brothers, husbands and wives, fathers and sons, mothers and daughters. And in 

each story is implicit the broader canvas of incidents and characters that have brought 

about the central situation. Despite the skill of handling, this is not a collection to 
recommend for pleasant reading, one after the other. The dissension in every one is 

disruptive to the reader's enjoyment when taken at a gulp. (I1C:60-12951) 


July 20 / 


\ 


Goran, Lester Houghton Mifflin 


THE PARATROOPER OF MECHANIC AVENUE V $3.50 


Never a paratrooper, not even an honorable discharge, is Ike-O Hartwell, born 
in a Pittsburgh tenement toilet of a slovenly Polish mother and an alcoholic father. 
Ike-O's life is punctuated by his protective love for his downtrodden parent, Rosie, and, 
later, for the long-legged Dolly, sister to whores, but pure in her devotion to him. When 
Ike-O defers to his mother's wishes and postpones marrying Dolly until he has completed 
military service, the girl is seduced and "nobly" bears a child. Ike-0O, in whom a power- 
ful but uninformed belief in virtue resides, is consumed with hatred for Dolly, his Dolly 
whom he loves and who taunts him by being just as much a slut as all the others who have 
come too easily to him. His inability to translate his love into understanding drives 
Dolly to a highly unsatisfactory marriage and banishes him to the limbo which is his birth- 
right. Vigorously written, this is a sad and moving story of universal guilt and terrifying 
innocence, which takes a small segment of American life and penetrates it with painful 


fidelity. (1C:60-9214) (Q) Y 
July 29 -T (5 * 


Clifford, Francis Coward=McCann 
ACT OF MERCY $3.95 


A small South American country has just undergone a revolution; its new dictator 
is iron-handed and its old president, Camara, was perhaps too soft for a country where 
life is cheap. On the run, sick, and spent, Camara is found on the grounds of Tom Jordan, 
an Englishman, the manager of a plantation, and Tom's "act of mercy", to cache him from 
his pursuants, is an instinctive voluntary commitment. Tom's gesture, understood only by 
his wife, Susan, and unexplainable later, jeopardizes their lives and that of the child 
they hope to have. And while most of the story is an exhausting ordeal of endurance and 
escape- across the frontier, it is bolstered by the basic moral principle involved. Mr. 
Clifford has made the harrowing most of it- and it offers some strenuous excitement along 
cleancut lines. (I1C:60-11286) 


Taylor, Griffin Houghton Mifflin 
MORTLAKE V / $4.50 


An unusual first novel and one that deserves more attention than the run of 
the mill. The setting is unique- a Finnish lumber camp within the Arctic Circle on the 
Russian border - and Helsinki; the time- just prior to World War II, with the threat of 
the happy-triggered Russian guards a constant menace; the characters- a young Englishman, 
sent to the lumber camp as part of his training for a major-post in a British owned 
lumber company- and sent back a second time, to separate him from the Finnish girl he has 
met and loved in Helsinki; personnel at the lumber camp; a strange, elusive, untrustworthy 
"Frenchman" who appears and disappears at odd moments; the office chief, a soulless, hard- 
boiled executive, interested only in the money bags; and the girl, who somehow never quite 7 
comes clear, despite the glamorous portrait. There's some overwriting, there's a distaste- 
ful episode relating to a group of visiting businessmen out for cheap sensation; the book 
is unnecessarily long; there are passages of stream of consciousness philosophical dis- 
sertations zhat fail to gear with the rest. But there are too some vividly beautiful bits 
of descr igh ve writing, some deeply felt emotional analyses, as the youth discards the 
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superficial values of his first contact with the hardships of his job and finds in 
himself deepening maturity and understanding. But primarily the book will be read 
for its sense of adventure, mounting tensions and authentic background of a little 
known area and period in modern history. A writer to be watched; a book to be 
reckoned with. (1C:60-8294) 


July 25 


Wilder, Robert Putnam 
THE SUN IS MY SHADOW $3.95 


(Report repeated from P. 158 when scheduled for earlier publication, as 
follows: ) "The force of complete possession, the hard metal of aggression and the 
qualifications of a man-eater - these, along with beauty, charm and money to spare, 
make up Carol Hillyard and control a pattern, long in the making, which rewards her 
fittingly. Brought up by Mark in independence and mature assurance, she runs his 
recently restored Virginia estate capably, thaws the social chill and is amiably 
pursued by Bootsie Warrington. Her 'slavering hunger' for the bootlegger Bill Jo 
is put behind her when she makes up her mind to run one of the newspapers her father 
has bought and gets a job on a conservative New York daily. There she discovers a 
talent for reporting, discovers too that she loves Chris Chandler, the editor, but 
when the paper is hers, she gives orders, is defied by him - and in spiteful fury, 
fires him. Marrying Bootsie just before Mark's death, she is infuriated at her 
pregnancy, abandons the child to go back to her growing array of newspapers, and to 
be first aboard the Roosevelt bandwagon. Europe, before and during the war, is her 
province as top reporter for her papers and, with the surrender in the East, she is 
homeward bound, failing again in another effort to rehire Chris, to regain her 
health before returning to her publishing kingdom. But Bootsie's decision to leave, 
her young daughter's ability to make her own judgments- leave her with a future of 
loneliness. Wilder's narratives are plausible, some of his characters- here Mark 
and Bootsie- walk away with the show; sex has always a definite part in the story; 
he has a popular touch. Publisher backing for this." (1C:60-848}) 


July 32% [> 
Eng, Rita Simon & Schuster 


RUTHIE $3.75 


There seems always to be a market for somewhat shoddy tales of middle sized 
towns, where the women and their problems strike an identifiable note in their read- 
ers. This is several cuts above the average, and is written with taste and conviction. 
Ruthie seems to be all thet a middle class American wife should be. She is a good 
housekeeper, a dutiful mother, a generally respected member of the mid-western commu- 
nity where she lives. But like many of her kind, she is bored and confused. And when 
she receives word that a close friend, Mary Louise, has died, her neatly constructed 
life falls about her. Morbidly she reflects that she, Ruthie, and Mary Louise and a 
third friend, the neurotic Ethelyn, are victims of World War II. That over a decade 
before, each of them had suffered death wounds. To Ethelyn, the blow was direct:- 
her husband was killed...To Mary Louise, a hasty marriage cancelled all chance of 
happiness with Ethelyn's brother, whom she truly loved - and whose love for her over 
the years finally culminated in an illicit pregnancy, and now a fatal abortion... And 
to Ruthie herself, while her husband Roy was overseas, an unconsummated affair had 
become a hidden weapon, which now in time of crisis, threatens to destroy her marriage. 
Ruthie takes a frenzied trip to the past, to Chicago, to Ethelyn and the ghosts of the 
war years. In the process she uncovers an adulterous affair between Roy and Ethelyn, 
unsuspected by her, and reveals in her own nature a streak of hysterical jealousy which 
is the portion of many ostensibly secure women, It takes a suicide attempt on Ethelyn's 
part, a passionless encounter with her wartime beau, and a good deal of patience on 
Roy's part to reconcile Ruthie again to her world, which she is now prepared to accept 
on a more intelligent and loving basis. This is a melancholy and ultimately a moral 
story which handles with some skill topics close to many women readers. (IC:60-10974) 
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July 2% |) 


Kinney, Harrison Simon & Schuster 
HAS ANYBODY SEEN MY FATHER? $3.95 a 


This is a book which has two well defined and unoriginal themes: the plight of 
women in the working world and the wear and tear a modern marriage undergoes in the sub- 
urbs. Walter Hinsdale, the young father of four daughters, is an architect for Better 
Families Magazine. Better Families is a composite of all the ladies' magazines and Walter 
finds it distressing because the staff is almost entirely female and tyrannical in a way 
he can't fight. He feels that he has lost his identity and this situation is further com- 
pounded by the fact that his marriage seems to have become a community affair presided 
over by the P.T.A. He and his beautiful wife, Marjorie, have lost each other in the tan- 
gle of the children's demands and the various projects they can't avoid. Eventually 
there's a shakeup in the magazine's chain of command: a retired General takes over, the 
several lady editors quit in support of their old boss and for a while Walter feels a 
certain freedom. But the General proves to be totally inept, and,disgusted with the whole 
thing, Walter quits. Back in suburbia he learns that his wife once had an affair with his 
trusted teacher. Somehow this knowledge has a curative effect on the marriage and the 
book ends with the possibility of Walter being the father of a fifth daughter, his abdi- 
cation to the women thus being complete. There's actually not much story line but there's 
@ vast accumulation of modern New York detail which fills in the recognizable situations 
and there's a great deal of lively, smart talk which essentially does nothing to further 
the story or build character but which is intelligent, absolutely believable, and enter- 
taining in an irrelevant way. (1C:60-10977) 


McFarland, Philip Simon & Schuster 
A HOUSE FULL OF WOMEN §§ © $3.50 


A first novel precipitates a 12 year old boy - Warner Sands - into the stories e 
of the women in the house in which he and his older brother, Bobby, live while his father 
is in the Navy and his attractive mother is out working. Warner absorbs, indiscriminately, 
the events in Mrs. Locke's life, the advancing senility and blindness of Miss Olive, and 
the genteel death of their landlady Miss Bess Graves. He sees Bobby die in a heart attack; 
he is affected by new images of his parents when his father comes home for the funeral; he 
is seduced by Raymond Vickers who vents his ineffectuality on all around him; and, with a 
growing hatred of Vickers, his mother's strangeness, and the despair of isolation,when a 
telegram announcing his father's death arrives, he senses without fully realizing it the 
knowledge of Vickers' part in his mother's suicide. Against a withering in time, a feeling 
of rot and decay, and a death of living, is a widening of awareness, a knowledge - never 
tangible - of what is happening in a world of grownups and of the confusion it engenders. 
The components evolve into the macabre and put this beyond the extreme conservative. 

(LC: 60-10978) 


Raven, Simon P Simon & Schuster 
BROTHER CAIN || \% $3-75 


The Feathers of Death (1959) was an effective British Army story- this leaves 
the Army (or rather Captain Jacinth Crewe is forced to leave the Regiment because of his 
debts) to wander through the possibilities of an organization that is determined to defeat 
barbarism and ignorance, bring order to chaos, and to destroy Communism through calculated, 
brutal expediency - which equates to murder. Crewe is investigated, accepted, and trained 
by the Institute of Friends of Mediterranean Culture, and, with his debts paid, finds he 
has sold himself to a demoniac operation. In training he meets again a schoolmate, 

Nicholas Le Soir, with whom he had shared an unsavory school episode; meets too Nicholas’ 
cousin Eurydice; and, in Rome - and later Venice, he seeks in them cooperation for revolting 
against the Institute's demands. Nicholas proves a better student; Eurydice is evasive; 

and their common test - to eliminate the American Embassy Secretary from Vienna, a man who 
had stirred Crewe's only honest attempts towards honor - proves Crewe's breaking point. In 
attempting to save the American he displays his disloyalty to the Institute and meets the 
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destruction which he has been trained to accord others. Catastrophe for the morally 
atrophied pursues a tarnished near-gentleman whose chance to show himself honorable 
inevitably fails. Faust derived, this castigates a soft society in which a hard 
core of cruel "defenders" can survive. Tastes will differ about this. (1C:60-10978) 


CHILLERS AND KILLERS 
July 27 


Cooke, David C.-£d. , Dutton 
BEST OF THE BEST DETECTIVE STORIES $3.95 


To celebrate 15 years of publication this annual here collects tops in 
its field chronologically from its first to its 14th edition and includes its 
current choice for the present year. You can backtrack to Margaret Manners' Body 
In The Barn, Q. Patrick's A Boy’s Will, or Samuel Blas' Revenge, There's Elston's 
Blackmail, the Hawkins' The Killer Is Loose, Hunter's First Offense to catch up on, 
and Fearing, Slesar and O'Farrell show off some slick tricks. The 1959 nominee is 
Gilbert Ralston's Bottle of Death which adds to the suspense. An overall chill and 
thrill, I-spy, assemblage for critical viewing. (IC:60-11550) 


July - lae€® 27 


Reilly, Helen Random House 
FOLLOW ME $2.95 


A gathering of vultures overhangs Laura Walden when her husband, Alex, 
assumed dead in a plane crash, is proved to have swindled some $200,000 from his 
firm in New York City. Laura, hoping to find the money, is brutally attacked, 
accepts an invitation to Santa Fe, is closed in on by others seeking the vanished 
money, and, trailed and spied on, is able to escape death while police circle the 
thief and the killer. Slippery. (1C:60-12117) 


July AT 29 


Westlake, Donald Random House 
THE MERCENARIES $2.95 


The “organization man", who answers to - and does not argue with - the boss, 
is George Clayton who takes care of “accidents” when there is interference in 
operating. The death of a model, the disappearance of a junkie, and the threats to 
the delivery and distribution of narcotics, put Clay in a fast moving protective 
action. Other deaths, other crimes - and Clay's abandoned morality is jolted. A 
roughed up first. (1C:60-12118) 


Potts, Jean Scribner 
HOME IS THE PRISONER 4) ae $2.95 


* Another matter-of-fact approach to the effects - in a small town ~ of 
murder takes off when Jim Singley is released from prison after 6 years. His return 
acts as a re-charge:- for his best friend, now a judge; his vicious wife and teen- 
age son; the girl whose evidence had saved him from a death sentence; and the wife 
of the man he was supposed to have killed cold bloodedly. The interlinking of 
guilt, lies, doubt and unrevealed truth brings out a killer and a troubled settling 
of the past. Catalytic. (10:60-12596) 
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WITH A QUESTION MARK 


July 18 e 


Golden, Harry World 
ENJOY, ENJOY: $h .00 


Harry Golden is publishing too fast. As one of his staunchest admirers, I 
acknowledge this with regret and disappointment. I felt like a discoverer when I read 
Only in America; I was exultant when I felt he could do it again- in For 2¢ Plain But 
now, with Enjoy, Enjoy! I have a sense of "this is where I came in". Perhaps it is be- 
cause within the material selected here there seems much less variety of content and 
mood. There are too many pieces relating in one way or another to status; there is a 
kind of self consciousness about Judaism and anti-Semitism that was never noticeable 
before; there are some overlong, overstressed pieces that leave a question in the mind or 
@ bad taste in the mouth (I felt this particularly in regard to The March to the Sea. ) 
Here and there one finds again the same spontaneity and warmth and percipient humanity; 
but there is more of a man who gets around (he could hardly help it) and less of a home- 
spun philosopher observing and commenting on the world. Perhaps if one encountered him 
here first, the old magic would blaze. I had some chuckles and a few catches in the throat 
and now and again a sense of courage demanding recognition. And I am confident that his 
many admirers will not fail him. But I wish he could have waited to let us absorb his 
unique quality until we demanded more. (1C:60-6691) 


Old Names and New 


Helen Woodward in THE LADY PERSUADERS (McDowell, Obolensky) strikes some Sparks; Paul 
Jordan—Smith in THE ROAD I CAME (Caxton) proves himself far more than just a good book- 

man, Richard H.S. Crossman in A NATION REBORN (Atheneum) puts the case for the Israel 

miracle squarely before us; and one Dark Horse might just come in on the finish line- ee 
anyhow it will be fun to read and recommend- A LONG ROW TO HOE (Crowell). Reports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-— Non-Fiction 


June 8 
Hearst, William Randolph, Jr. McGraw-Hill 
and Considine, Bob $4.95 
and Conniff, Frank ASK ME ANYTHING 


Subtitled Our Adventures with Khrushchev, this lively book, based on Pulitzer 
Prize-winning reports of the authors, a team of Hearst correspondents, tells of their 
three journeys to Soviet Russia in 1955, 1957 and 1959, and of Khrushchev's rise from 
obscurity to world fame. In February, 1955, when the younger Hearst and his reporters 
first saw Moscow, the shadow of the dead Stalin still darkened the frightened city, 
foreigners were looked on with hostility, and Khrushchev, already displaying his ruthless 
ability to outplay all rivals, was just emerging as Stalin's successor; two years later 
Khrushchev, now the most powerful man in Russia, was boasting of Sputnik and in a three- 
hour interview told the Hearst team to "ask him anything". By 1959 Moscow, no longer 
scared, was taking tourists in its stride, Sputnik was replaced by moon-shots, and 
Khrushchev, the most talked-about ruler in the world, greeted the team like old friends. 
In this same year the team covered Khrushchev'stour of the United States, their report 
of this junket being considerably less glamorous and more pungent than those given in the 
daily press and on TV. Written as only seasoned political reporters can write, this pene- 
trating if not profound volume will appeal to internationally-minded readers of world 
politics and to addicts of travel books and biography; readers of the Hearst papers, we 
elready be acquainted with much of it, should enjoy re-reading it. Devotees of the New 


York Times should find it a refreshing change from that paper's sometimes heavy analyses 
of Communism. (10:60-12772) 
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June 14 


Freeman, Ira Henry Crown 
OUT OF THE BURNING $3.95 


There has been material in many forms--novel, movie, theater--dealing 
with the plight of the Negro juvenile delinquent in New York City. Here, retold 
by Ira Henry Freeman, is the story of Carl Joyeaux and his hazardous ascent from 
Brooklyn tenements to a world of professional status as a technician and domestic 
stability. Carl, the child of a well-meaning but ill-equipped West Indian family, 
follows the usual path of delinquency--premature sex, liquor, dope, gang wars-- 
and it is his parents’ sincere desire to help, as well as the wise jurisdiction of 
youth authorities, that ultimately gears his extreme intelligence into a more 
socially acceptable direction. For those who have an unlimited appetite for case 
histories, this story of Carl is recommended:- he is a lively, interesting person. 
But for those readers who have already reviewed the predicament of the slum victim 
from the various points of view from which it is currently exposed, Qut of the 
surnong seems no more than an encouraging and understanding bit of sociological 
redunance. (LC:60-8625) 


June 21 


Nixon, Richard M. McGraw-Hill 
THE CHALLENGES WE FACE $3.95 


Compiled from the Vice-President's remarks before various groups, response 
to questions and speeches, this book is a carefully chosen collection of essays on 
domestic and international affairs. None of the speeches date earlier than 1957 with 
the exception of an address given in the House in 1950 on the Hiss Case. There are 
some patriotic talks on 7he Pioneer Spirit and Our Legacy from the Old wWorl!; a justi- 
fication for Khrushchev's visit here from an address before the American Legion; and 
the speeches given during his trip to the Soviet Union including the famous "Kitchen 
Debate” with Khrushchev. In the section on foreign policy the Vice-President 
exemines the aid program in terms of how it serves the interests of the U.S., suggests 
a minimum program to encourage private investment abroad and warns against trying to 
compete with the Soviet Union on its own terms. He affirms again and again that the 
U.S. is in a position to meet a military threat by the Soviets but he insists that 
the greatest threats lie in the areas of political, economic and psychological warfare. 
On Latin America: he claims that the vast majority of the people of those countries 
have a real feeling of friendship and affection for the U.S. On China: he is "naturally 
opposed to recognizing Red China now and does not see any changes in the situation 
which would suggest a reverse in our policy. In the domestic issues section he talks 
about the characteristics he thinks the American people expect in their President; 
professes belief in local control of the educational system and suggests that Federal 
aid be limited to school construction; endorses the Landrum Griffin Bill in discussing 
his role in the steel strike; and on the question of civil rights he says that he 
believes that the administration has made progress without going to extremes. There 
is very little here that will support the views of those who feel that what Mr. Nixon 
had to say before 1957 is as much a part of the record as the new "high road" look. 
(LC :60-13178) 


June 30 


Woodward, Helen McDowell, Obolensky 
THE LADY PERSUADERS $4.95 


* This is a light history of the American women's magazines. The book also 
involves considerable social history as it was reflected in these magazines and the 
author parallels her story with references to the growth of democracy and the exten- 
sion of women's rights. Beginning with the first magazine of this kind - /he 
Lalies' Magazine, begun by Sara Josepha Hale in Boston in 1828, Helen Woodward (who 
went to work for the Woman's Home Companion in 1908) traces the founding of the 
various magazines which were to follow: Godey’s Lady 300k, McCall's, jelineator, 
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Ladies’ Home Journal, Good Housekeeping, and she discusses them in terms of their purposes 

and the contents which she divides into Entertainment, Enlightenment and Service. Helen 
Woodward is no fan of the ladies' magazines, though she has a great admiration for Mrs. € 
Hale, and she feels that whatever value the magazines had at their inception, particularly 

in their service departments, has now been completely lost in the plethora of pseudo 

medical and psychological material to which they are devoted. The decline of the magazines 

is due, she feels, to the fact that new editors have disregarded the patterns which built 

them up in favor of what they thought the public wanted. Though it is repetitious [he 

Lady Persuaders is both intelligent and interesting and Mrs. Woodward does a very fair job 

in spite of her poor opinion of her subject. Illustrated. 


June 30 1)?" 


j 


Moore, Archie McGraw-Hill 
THE ARCHIE MOORE STORY $4.50 


The light heavyweight champion tells the story of his life and provides an 
unassuming personal and ring record of his career. Born in Mississippi, raised in St. 
Louis by his uncle and aunt, whose last name became Archie's, he tells of the moves 
brought about in search of a job, of depression years and the makeshifts for living (which 
included thefts that put Moore in a reform school), work in the CCC camps and the decision 
to stick with the prize fighting game. The road to the small time, amateur, bouts, the 
sharp deals from managers, matchmakers, promoters, the eventual billing as the main event 
and then local fame in San Diego- marks his beginnings and it takes him to Australia 
before he becomes a name fighter in the U. S. But there is a down swing, with surgery 
for an ulcer and, right after that, his appendix, that sends him to be "fourth chef" 
(dishwasher) on the railroad and to open an eating place. And then, with a chance to 
fight in the East, the climb continues and matches in England, Canada, Germany, South 
America spread his fame. Here are stories of fouls and footwork, of opponents who are & 
sluggers and those who are thinkers, of individual wins and losses, of the way in which 
he has made use of his winnings, of his problems of weight and diet, of fighting techniques 
and practices, and of his newest activity - moving pictures. For the fight fans this 
should be knockout stuff. 8 pages photographs. (1C:60-12825) 


June ?? 


Brogan, D. W. Rutgers University Press 
AMERICA IN THE MODERN WORLD $3.00 


Written by a likable Scottish visiting professor of history,this is a brief 
book concerned with the American impact on the world and the present appeal of the 
American way of political life. The book is divided into five essays. In the first two, 
A World They Never Made and A Challenge to Democracy, the author outlines various crises 
in American history, which marked changes in the American political nature and in Europe's 
attitude toward the U.S. He deals with the present American disillusionment in Asia and 
the Near East and attempts to explain it in terms of the American attitude of optimism 
and belief in progress and the natural goodness of man. [In The Character of American Life 
he defines some distinctly American traits and discusses the mechanics of the political 
system and its relevance to the contemporary world of political competition. In essays 
on Education and Culture he distinguishes between the achievements of an egalitarian and 
European society and he points out what he calls the great American educational supersti- 
tion: that all that must be needed or learned can be taught. Though basically sound 
there's actually nothing here that is new or exciting enough to merit special attention. 
No one is going to quarrel with the author's proposition that the battle for the minds of ie 
men depends on more than increased production of consumer goods. This reads like lecture 
notes and commentary rather than the witty, perceptive writing on other countries, other 
peoples that characterized some of his earlier books. 





May 15, 1960 Nonefiction -397- 
July 6 


Brosnan, Jim Harper 
THE LONG SEASON $3.95 


That Brosnan is a major league baseball pitcher (Cincinnati Reds) is 
known to the fans, and the market for this unique autobiographical study of a typical 
season in the life of a pro will be largely for the game's addicts . (With perhaps 
a peripheral market among aspirants to pro baseball). This is not only a picture 
of the way it is - but of the inner thoughts and feelings of the author. He talks 
of negotiating a contract, of preparation for the winter journey south and the family 
shift entailed, of how it feels to win or lose. He talks about teams and players, 
about travelling and sports writers, about radio broadcasters, and about the many 
intimate details attendant on the “long season" of 154 games. There is humor, 
genuine objectivity and much more intimate human interest than in any other comparable 
volume related to the game and the players. 1960 is Brosnan's thirteenth year in pro 
baseball, his fifth in the majors. When he is home- off-season- he lives with his 
wife and two children near Chicago. (I1C:60-10398) 


July 11 


Clark, Billy C. Crowell 
A LONG ROW TO HOE $4.50 


* In this unpretentious and highly readable book a Kentucky-born author 
writes of his own astonishingly primitive riverbank childhood in a far from primitive 
community, Catlettsburg, Kentucky, at the junction of the Big Sandy and the Ohio 
Rivers. A member of a sprawling, ragged family, his father an intelligent, illiterate, 
fiddle-playing shoemaker, his mother a laundress, the boy grew up in a derelict 
house, "The Leaning Tower", on the banks of the Big Sandy. Always hungry, often 
dirty and without sufficient clothing, he led an amphibious and far from wretched 
life in the two rivers, swimming, fishing, salvaging flotsam from the frequent floods, 
and setting trap-lines for fish and muskrats, walking fourteen miles before school 
to clear his traps. The only one of his family to want an education, he learned 
laughter from his magnificent mother and wisdom from his father, who taught him that 
"poor folks have a long row to hoe in the world"; through his traps, his river salvage 
and odd jobs he earned money to put himself through school. The book ends with a 
heart-moving account of his parents' pride at his graduation. Although by no means 
another Huckleberry Finn, this authentic and touching account of a boy and two rivers 
will appeal to devotees of that masterpiece and to readers of both sexes with nostalgic 
childhood memories; a book for public libraries, it should also interest lending- 
library readers and students of a vanished- but recent- American past. (1C:60-9156) 


Whiffen, Marcus Holt 
THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY HOUSES OF WILLIAMSBURG $10.00 


In 1958 Holt published Prof. Whiffen's The Public Buildings of Williamsburg 
to which this is a companion volume. There was more text related to life in colonial 
America, contemporary accounts of domestic details, and the close relationship be- 
tween English and American architecture and town building in the first volume than 
the scope of this one seems to permit. One might get the same information here but 
only between the lines. The first part details such matters as the materials of 
which the houses were built, the factors dependent on local products or on imports, 
the apprenticeship and indenture system which provided the workmen, and the tools. 
The general design, linked to the British yeoman houses, is discussed with the 
variants in law, climate and regional characteristics that colonial Virginia required. 
A final chapter in this section gives closer examination to how the houses were made. 
The second part of the book takes 32 of the original houses in the restoration area 
and gives detailed notes on history, origins, architectural details and condition 
at time of restoration. Records of costs make interesting reading today. Copiously 
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illustrated with some 132 pictures and diagrams. A book which should be in all architect- 
ural libraries, public and private, and that would interest students of the American 


scene — and a great many of the visitors to the Williamsburg Restoration. we 
July 11 
Hogan, Robert St. Martin's Press 
THE EXPERIMENTS OF SEAN O'CASEY $6.00 


An impassioned defense and eulogy of all the dramatic works of Sean O'Casey, 
author of Juno and the Paycock, The Plough and the Stars, etc., and a fascinating autobio- 
graphy of his years in revolutionary Ireland. With the refusal of the Abbey Theatre, 
and specifically Yeats, to produce his play, The Siiver Tassie, and O'Casey's subsequent 
migration to England, his undoubted dramatic genius underwent a transformation. He became- 
according to Hogan- more of an Expressionist and less of a classical playwright. This is 
a defense of his later plays in this experimental form,- Cock-a-Doodlie Dandy, Within the 
Gates and The 8: shop's Bonfire O'Casey was disillusioned with Ireland and the wellknown 
Catholic Puritanism which broke out after the revolution. Hogan sees these later plays as 
a celebration of freedom, the life spirit and above all the comic spirit, and that, pro-- 
perly understood, they could and should be produced successfully. He is vehemently pro- 
Casey and would be the last to claim detachment in his point of view. He feels that 
O'Casey has been sadly neglected, but whether this panegyric will actually put the plays 
on the stage and bring in box office results is a moot question. An interesting, if highly 
prejudiced, critique of O'Casey's dramatic works, chiefly interesting to professionals in 
the field. 


July 12 


Hughes, Langston- fd Crown 
AN AFRICAN TREASURY $3.00 e 


Africa, the last stronghold of imperialism, is a subject of growing controversy, 
an area of constant agitation and violence. Here, in an anthology of African Negro 
writing, Langston Hughes offers the white reader a glimpse into the articulate indigenous 
Black African point of view. Poetry, fiction, a lonely hearts column, reportage, all 
written by Africans,is carefully selected, giving testimony not only to the African's 
intellectual and artistic potential but also to his fierce pride and sense of identity. 
Emerging from the elaborate tribal consciousness of the bush, comes the newer but no less 
vehement spirit of urban Africa, an Africa oppressed, humiliated and determined to preserve 
its integrity and with it its unique properties. In a prayer, a Kenyan implores that his 
people remain “black", and though there are elements within the African Negro population 
who reflect white prejudice, the overwhelming emphasis in this book is on unadulterated 
self assertion. To those concerned with the growing tensions of Africa, to those interested 
in vigorous writing, and to the intellectually curious, this anthology by the noted American 
poet is a rich and timely gift. 


Mehta, Ved Little, Brown-AMP 
WALKING THE INDIAN STREETS $3.50 


The author, a young British-educated Indian,revisits his home during a summer 
vacation from Oxford. His companion, Dom, a lively young poet, and he are extreme 
examples of that Anglo Indian hybrid--externally suave, witty and cynical in the best 
university way, but at the core, passionately compelled and bewildered by the problems 
facing India. Casually journeying about India and Nepal, the two young men meet Americans, 
Indian contemporaries, and, as they are of a privileged group, Indian leaders. And it is 
through one of these, Nehru, that the author's courage and hope is born, inspired by Pa 
Nehru's understanding, energy and reasoned optimism. This continues the author's story 
begun in Face to Face (1957) which recorded his fight against blindness and is a more 
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informal journal. There are sensitive observations but the whole, which includes 
some schoolboyish antics, is of less substance than the earlier, more admirable 
personal history. Readers of the first book, however, will probably want to know 
more of that story. (I10:60-11635) 


July 13 


Yates, Elizabeth Dutton 
THE LIGHTED HEART $4.50 


This account of blindness is a testament to patience, courage, willingness - 
and love, for although "Bill's" eye troubles had always been a part of their marriage 
neither he nor the author were prepared when his sight began to go. The work and 
travel they enjoyed gave way to the settling down they had planned for the future and 
the old New England house was found, renovated and lived in before the operation - 
that could not save him from total blindness. Determined to build on what remained, 
they compassed the practical things they had to learn, found new adventures in his 
handicap, and were surprised by new values and new self-confidence. The simple things 
that made a total of daily living, braille and talking books, the cooking and barter- 
ing, the way in which the fields, woods, chickens and dogs helped financially, the 
dividends that a piece of lake front brought, and the friendliness of their small 
community - these are the background for "Bill's" career in agency services for the 
blind, for the strength he was able to give others, for the new abilities and abundant 
selflessness that he developed. A book of comfort for those afflicted and for those 
around them, this is also a continuing calendar of country living in grateful terms. 
Sketches by Nora Unwin. (LC:60-5995) 


July 15 


Benson, Ezra Taft Doubleday 
FREEDOM TO FARM $3.95 


Agriculture is a cornerstone of American life and to retain it we must 
have freedom to farm:- this is the text of Secretary of Agriculture Benson's philo- 
sophy. To sustain this view he reviews the history of agricultural legislation 
against the climate of opinion, and, in lesser and greater detail, from the period 
before the Civil War,- when 81% of our exports were agricultural, and homesteading 
was encouraging more and more people to do pioneering farming- down to the mare's 
nest of antiquated legislation and controls that hamper normal development of the 
one eighth of our population now on farms. The first quarter of this century fol- 
lowed the first period of farm crisis, and introduced the golden age. Today's 
definition of price parity harks back unrealistically to conditions that maintained 
then. He feels- and bases his conclusions on sound investigation and personal ex- 
perience and knowledge,- that the majority of operators of family farms- so-called- 
are opposed to controls, vote for abandonment of price supports, and ask for freedom. 
Those who accept parity-support have come to view it as a commercial transaction with 
the government, a sort of loan on stored surplus. Benson charts a course of action; 
analyzes the realistic activities of the Department of Agriculture; praises the 
American farmer as representing one of the most dynamic and productive activities in 
America. And in closing, he shows how the relative freedom- even with governmental 
interference- makes possible the extraordinary achievement as compared to the farm 
production of a much larger percentage of agricultural labor in Soviet Russia.... 
With the certainty that the agricultural problem will be a vital issue, not only in 
the campaign but for some time to come, this is an important statement of a faith and 
a program. (1C:60-9468) 
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July 20 


Giesler, Jerry as told to Simon and Schuster 
Martin, Pete THE JERRY GIESLER STORY $3.95 & 


President of the Beverly Hills Bar Association, the natty Jerry Giesler tells 
of some of his most outstanding cases and in this account brings to mind events which 
over the years blasted the front pages of the nation's newspapers. Among them there is 
the Chaplin paternity suit, the case of the Little Fellow in the Attic, the case of the 
precocious Miss Pringle against the Greek millionaire Pantages, Betty Hansen versus Errol 
Flynn, the Edward G. Robinson, Jr. case, Martin Snyder's trial for the attempted murder 
of Ruth Etting, their child and a co-respondent, and others. In his analyses of these 
trials, Jerry Giesler presents transcripts of pivotal movements, gives a concise background 
of events before and during the hearings, and exposes his own maneuverings. In separate 
chapters he describes himself, his wife, and certain techniques which have been bylaws in 
his legal career. Interesting for the general reader, this autobiography of a legal 
career, will have a specific appeal to law students, lawyers, and avid readers of Holly- 
woodiana. S.£.P. serialized. (1C:60-8011) 


July 21 


Jordan-Smith, Paul Caxton 
THE ROAD I CAME $6.50 


* For 25 years literary editor of the Los Angeles Times, Paul Jordan-Smith is one 
of the deans of the literary world. But this autobiography- if such it can be termed - 
is far more than the story of a man of letters. ‘It is a vigorous slice of America, with 
roots in the South- deepest perhaps in the farm of his Virginia grandfather, in Pulaski 
County, but spreading out into other sections - midwest and deep south and even across the 
seas. Mr. Jordan-Smith has used various things as a springboard, so this is not a chrono- 
logical, orthodox autobiography. But in the total view, the reader finds himself carried 
back to other times, other ways of life, other scenes, and the panorama of three generations @®> 
of Americans, true to the best that has made America what it is, is unrolled against the 
minutely envisioned backgrounds. Coming to his own generation, Paul Jordan-Snith is 
equally revealing of his inner growth, his schooling, his shifting perspectives and points 
of view; he is restrained when it comes to his marriages- though a divorce and a remarriage 
radically changed the pattern of his life and brought him to his role as a bookman, a 
collector of note, a friend and intimate of a generation and more of writers. Anyone in 
the field of books- plus a substantial audience of those who like to look behind the scenes- 
will enjoy this. (1C:60-11328) 


July 22 


Crossman, Richard H.S. Atheneum 
A NATION REBORN $3.50 


* An extremely useful and immensely readable book, this approaches objectively- 
if not dispassionately - the case of Israel, or, as Crossman says,- "the miracle of 
Israel". It is a small book with a big message in the story of the steps by which Israel 
has come into being. His book falls into three main sections:- The Zionist Union- Chaim 
Weizmann; The End of the Mandate~ Ernest Bevin; The First Decade- David Ben-Gurion. To 
two of these men Israel owes an eternal debt of gratitude. Crossman is perhaps at his 
most perceptive in analyzing the charges made against Weizmann, proving conclusively his 
wisdom, statesmanship, dedication to the cause- and as conclusively the reasons why he was 
not the one to take the helm once the nation was launched. Ben-Gurion perhaps he knows 
less well - or feels too close to issues to emerge-as yet- as a rounded personality- but 
somehow he does not come clear of the issues that have characterized this decade. But 
Israel as a world factor does come clear. As for the horrors of the end of the mandate, 
for these he holds Ernest Bevin to a great degree responsible, while still understanding 
and respecting the man. Not a book for the completely uninformed. Too much background 
knowledge is assumed and too close intimacy with this great drama of our times. Granted 
these factors, here is a book further to inform our understanding. (1C:60-11034) 
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a Bolles, Blair Doubleday 
MEN OF GOOD INTENTIONS $3.95 
The President and Washington's Scandals , 


Starting with the proposition that corruption in the U.S. Government be 
grows steadily worse, yet armed with Paine's idea that "nothing of reform in the 
political world ought to be held improbable", this journalist seeks answers through 
a study of the Presidency and the presidential staff. He starts with the pathetic 
Warren Harding, showing that incapable man as a prisoner of the vicious, crooked 
men who surrounded him. Then down through incidents involving such questionable 
characters as Harry Vaughn or Sherman Adams, each succeeding president is seen as 
aman of "good intentions" who becomes increasingly powerless to control corruption 
from within. Solutions follow chapter upon chapter of criticism. A less complex 
White House organization, a stronger Presidency, and a government of departments 
and not unattached agencies, are some of these suggestions. Thoughtful reading for 
this election year. (1C:60-8854) 


July 25 


McKee, Alexander Holt : 
BLACK SATURDAY $3.95 


The story of the sinking of the British battleship Royal Oak in 1939, is 
by now a sea classic. It has been retold in dozens of languages by a multitude of 
writers. Guenther Prien, the German submarine captain who sank the foyal Oak and 
later died, is still a national hero in Germany. Now, twenty one years later, the 
whole story is challenged. Having closely considered all sides, this author 
concludes that no one told the whole truth. He points out that four large British 
ships--one, Vanguard, was at Scapa Flow where ?oyal Oak later met her end--- blew 
up mysteriously in World War I. It is his conjecture that the same thing happened 
in this case. Royal Oak he believes was a victim of sabotage, of bombs detonating 
deep inside her. True or not, his argument is a good one. And his account of the 
actual sinking of the ship comes off as absolutely the best to appear to date. 

(LC : 60-7335) 












July 27 







Smith, Sir Sydney McKay _« 
MOSTLY MURDER $ 2t : 






The autobiography of a British expert in forensic medicine and ballistics 
and medico-legal testimony is a thoroughly absorbing book for those whose special 
interest is in true crime material, for his career includes almost every kind of 
law-breaking in various parts of the globe. From New Zealand to study in Edinburgh 
under admired instructors, and to local practice in Scotland with a decision to 
specialize in opthalmology, he soon, under the famous Littlejohn, became fascinated 
with the place of medicine in crime and when a chance came in the Government Health 
Department he headed back to his homeland, then moved on to 11 years in Egypt. He 
eventually returned to Edinburgh and professorships at the University with his fame 
continuing to grow as his evidence played its part in further cases. His tangles 
with the top pathologist, Sir Bernard Spilsbury, the development of laboratory 
procedures, the many investigations that pieced together small details to form a 
whole picture of a case - these are components of the crimes themselves - murder, 
burglary, accidents and suicides, abortion, and political assassinations. There's 
humanity, humor and charm in the telling and followers of criminology should be 
pleased with this addition. Photographs, and an introduction by Erle Stanley Gardner. 
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Bernardo, James V. Dutton >» 
| AVIATION IN THE MODERN WORLD $5.95 


Here is a compendium of aviation which makes fine reference or instructional 
reading for almost anyone. Written in clear, non-technical language, the book sets down 
the whole scope of flying in squadrons, in brief, informative chapters. The technical, 
political, economic, cartographic, military, physiological, and historical aspects are 
dealt with the most thoroughly. The possibilities of the coming space age, and employment 
in it, are also touched upon. Included at the end is an extensive reference list of more 
specialized aviation literature, broken down by fields of interest. The book would make 
especially good reading for young people contemplating a career in any of the phases of 
one of the world's fastest growing industries. (1C:59-5824) 


July 27 , 


Blanchard, Fessenden S. Dodd, Mead 
GHOST TOWNS OF NEW ENGLAND $4.50 


Of all hobbies in the field of research that I've chanced upon, this is unique 
and one that affords all sorts of spurs to imagination- the running down of clues that 
carry one back into the history of "ghost towns". Why they disappeared; what brought 
them into being in the first place; what survives to show a way of life, activities, 
interests, personalities? Mr. Blanchard- and a wife who was just as much of an eager 
beaver as he- seek their clues in books of history, in memoirs, in old letters; they hunt 
up lone survivors; they fire others with enthusiasm and they in turn pass on leads; and 
they trace hints through musty volumes and papers in genealogical collections and historical 
records of libraries, everywhere. But the real thrill comes in going to the places where » 
towns once thrived:- Dudleytown (near Cornwall) in Connecticut; Mount Riga, near Salisbury- 
and again in Connecticut; the North River on the "South Shore" of Massachusetts, once a 
thriving center of ship building; Dogtown Common on Cape Ann, in Massachusetts; a whole 
group of Maine's ghost towns,- Flagstaff which disappeared under a reservoir, Willimantic 
on Sebec Lake, Amherst, once a tanning center, ghost islands, etc.; four ghost towns in 
New Hampshire and two in Vermont; and- in closing- Mystic near the Connecticut-Rhode Island 
line, a seaport town that came back to life. It is a revealing pilgrimage into the past 
of vanished industries, no longer needed mills, sometimes new needs for new ways of life, 
occasionally trails of feuds and quarrels. Here is a different sort of uncovering of bits 
of Americana, of interest to historians as well as to antiquarians - and to amateur 
curiosity hounds such as this reader. (I1C:60-11931) 


East, P. D. 7 | 2: Simon & Schuster 
THE MAGNOLIA JUNGLE | $3.95 
The Life, Times and Education cof a Southern Editor 


This is the story of one man's fight against southern bigotry through the 
pages of his tiny Mississippi newspaper, the Petal Paper It is also the story of his 
struggle to find his own identity and maturity out of a confused, poverty-ridden back- 
ground. The story is told succinctly and well. A childhood in rough country towns 
creates the prelude for a growing awareness of the blight of southern hypocrisy and 
racial discrimination. Then comes the purchase of the little country weekly, which 
soon turns into a saga of East's determination to do battle with such evils. In all, the 
book tends to explain, not apologize for, East's eccentric journalism, his militant but 
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sometimes inconsistent editorial thinking, and his refusal to retreat from terrific 
southern hostility, even at the danger of his and his family's well-being. East 
in the end appears something of a hero and, indeed, an anomaly in these conformist 


times. Illustrated. (1C:60-10973) 
yar tx 9 / \2 
Simon & Schuster 


THE FAITHFUL CITY $5.95 Vv 
The Siege of Jerusalem- 1948 


This long and detailed account of Jerusalem under siege provides an ex- 
cellent if controversial picture of the forces which supported and resisted the 
creation of Israel. Written by a high Israeli official, a man who lived through 
the bitter years of 1947-1948, it has an immediacy and passion all too often lacking 
in history. Its accounts of battles, starvations, the fall of the Old City, and 
the interminable truce disputes, are real indeed. Unfortunately it pays for this 
with an obvious lack of objectivism. Its burning, partisan point of view is almost 
consistently anti-British. The lauded Count Bernadotte is summed up as being often 
unreasonable, even pro-Arab. And the bureaucracy of the Count's U.N. mission is 
blamed for the Count's death at the hands of Stern Gang terrorists. However, 
opinion has its important place in historical writing, and this is an example of it 
at its best. Well-written, informative, moving, and certainly one of the important 
books to come out of modern Israel. (L1C:60-10976) 


Sheppard, Mona ee Simon & Schuster 
PLAIN LETTERS 7/ / > $4.50 


i 


Based on the idea that the principles of effective communication are the 
principles of good letter writing, Piain Letters is a very thorough and sensible 
handbook for writing business letters. The author begins by outlining what she 
calls the 4-S virtues of plain letters: shortness, simplicity, strength and sincerity. 
She advises the writer to avoid generalities and abstractions, to make letters 
positive, to be natural, and she suggests ways to avoid saying too much by economi- 
zing on words and eliminating cliche prepositional phrases. She stresses the neces- 
sity of the writer knowing his subject so well that he can discuss it confidently, 
saying only what needs to be said, in a conversational tone. Sections of the book 
are devoted to the practical matter of grammar with emphasis on the troublesome 
comma; style in letter layout and design; managing correspondence so there will be 
more time for shorter and better letters; and plain letters exemplifying some common 
purposes of business writing. An Appendix is provided with forms of address, a list 
of awkward words and phrases and a bibliography. (IC:60-10980) 


Late Comers— Published 


Hendy, Sir Philip Abrams 
THE NATIONAL GALLERY, LONDON $7.50 


In 1955 Art Treasures of the National Gallery with the text by Sir Philip 
Hendy was greeted with eager appreciation, as one of the best of a memorable series. 
Now comes this compact edition, with again the director's introductory material, and 
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with 341 illustrations, in color and in black and white. Sir Philip's descriptive 

material linked with the paintings provides a personal tour of the gallery. This makes 

the fourth in a group of memorable books available in reduced size and price for the a 
average person- traveller or stay-at-home- interested in familiarizing himself with the 

famous art collections of the world. (1C:60-8400) 


Announcing a new travel guide series 


HOLIDAY MAGAZINE TRAVEL GUIDE SERIES Random House 
Nos. 1-10 Paper-each $1.00 


BRITAIN * LONDON * FRANCE * PARIS * THE RIVIERA & SOUTHERN FRANCE * 
ITALY * ROME * FLORENCE & THE HILL TOWNS * SPAIN * SCANDINAVIA 


Each of these pocket sive volumes comprises a compact how-to-do-it guide, with 
something of the background, the history, the useful facts the traveller ought to know, 
the language- with basic words and useful phrases, the main cities, and tours of the key 
areas. A final section of Fact Finders summarizes hotels, restaurants, etc. Index. 
Illustrated with photographs. A lot for ‘the money. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN DATE, TITLE AND PRICE 


‘ ig oe 


213 - Reitlinger, G.- THE HOUSE BUILT ON SAND - from 6/3 to 5/24 (Viking) 

226 - Magoun, F.A.- LIVING A HAPPY LIFE- from $2.95 to $3.50 (Harper) 

261 - Hampshire, S.- THOUGHT AND ACTION- definite date 6/3 (Viking) 

307 - Bridge, Ann- THE NUMBERED ACCOUNT- postponed to 7/7? (McGraw-Hill) 

323 - Gooch, G.B.- THE SECOND EMPIRE- postponed to 6/late (Longmans, Green) 

324 - Sprigge, S.- BERENSON- from 7/19 to 8/10 (Houghton Mifflin) 

336 - Sigal, Clancy- WEEKEND IN DINLOCK- Frrata: should be (and we felt so when reading 
it) listed as non-fiction. In this category, there should be a 
wider market. (Houghton Mifflin) 

353 - Sonnichsen, C.L.- TULAROSA- definite date 7/22 (Devin Adair) 

354 - Quennell, P.- THE SIGN OF THE FISH- postponed to 9/?? (Viking) 

359 - Morris, W.- CEREMONY IN A LONE TREE- from 6/30 to 7/11 (Atheneum) 

364 - Hamton, K.- THE PATCH- definite date 7/8 (Random House) 

Weidman, J.- THEY TOLD ME YOU WERE DEAD- definite 7/15 (Random House) 
370 - Blanch, L.- THE SABRES OF PARADISE- postponed to 9/?? (Viking) 
372 - Gubitz, M.- TO THE EDGE OF SPACE- title changed to ROCKETSHIP X-15: from 5/25 
to 6/6 (Messner ) 
378 - Moore, S.- THE STANISLAVSKI METHOD- postponed to 9/?? (Viking) 
381 - Eisley, L.- THE FIRMAMENT OF TIME - from 7/11 to 7/25 (Atheneum) 
























































SPECIAL NOTICE 


Key Index Sheets go to you this month. If possible hold them to start with your 
June 1st indexing. df, however, you are already running tight, why not carry on to 
the new sheets as needed, making sure that you indicate when posting new entries, in 
what itssue of the Service they are to be found. This facilitates locating titles 
until such time as you get your quarterly Cumulative Author indexes. A 
Reminder— these Quarterly Cumulative Author indexes are an extra charge ~— $2.00 per 
year — for Public Libraries and small bookshops paying under $55.66 per year. IF 
YOU WANT THE CUMULATIVES LET US KNOW! They do not go to most of you without your 
instructions....(This sheet can be ignored by subscribers of the past month.) 


INSTRUCTIONS IN THE USE OF INDEX SHEETS 


When your bulletin reaches you as soon after the lst and 15th of each month as the 
US PO permits, we suggest that you have your key index sheets posted promptly. 

You will find that systematic procedure facilitates the efficiency in the use of 

the Service, for information, for ordering and for reference. We aim to report 

two to two and a half months ahead of publication date. Posted indexes and system- 
atic checking make possible placing your orders in ample time to have the books on 
hand on publication date. If the publishers' representatives call on you, you will 
find you are already informed on a majority of the titles they present and can reach 
@ more balanced judgment on your needs. 


The indexes with each issue are on gummed sheets (unless you have indicated a pre- 
ference for ungummed sheets, which we do not advise). The gummed sheets may seem a 
nuisance, but actually they facilitate cutting and posting on your key sheets, and 
actual time it takes to do this is saved many times over when you find how easy it 
is to refer to the key indexes. 


If your index is an author alphabetical index, your first group of entries will be 
authors beginning with A. Take your key index sheet tabbed A, and transfer these 
items to this sheet. Jot bulletin date on margin for quick reference later on. 


If your index is a publisher index, the first item may be an Appleton-Century book. 
Take your sheet for Appleton-Century from your key index sheets, and post the 
Appleton-Century titles on this sheet. If you reach the titles listed under 
Miscellaneous Publishers, turn to that alphabetized section of your key index sheets. 
A list of the Miscellaneous Publishers was sent you with your original subscription. 
These are publishers with small lists— important in many instances, new in others, 
sporadic in a few cases, but none with lists rating a full key index page. We have 
75 on our list for coverage, plus the major publishers- approximately 30, with- as 
you know- only one omission. We very much hope that the answer to that problem will 
be solved with the merger of Knopf with our very good friend Random House. 


KEEP YOUR INDEX SHEETS UP TO DATE. The Service will prove of service only if it is 
used. Its greatest value depends on its double use first as a buying guide, then as 
a reference tool. Indexing makes it function better on both scores. 


When your index sheets and your back bulletins'crowd your binder, why not transfer 
them to a postlock binder, which you can secure from your stationery supply house? 
If you need additional binders such as those sent with your original subscription 
to the Service, we can supply them at cost to us- $1.75 plus postage. 


One more point. The bulletins go third class bulk mailing. If the delays that 

seem inevitable in this class of mailing are a major problem with you, it is possible 
for you to shift your subscription to First Class mailing, at an additional cost of 
$4.80 per year; or to air mail, at an additional cost of $8.40 per year. 





